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	Issue/Scenario:
	You are a new officer and interested in advancing your career.  What type of advanced training is best for you in the first five years of your career?



	Discussion:
	The best training at his point in your career is training which will improve your skills as a patrol officer.  While many young officers have a desire to work in some specialized areas such as investigations, narcotics, SWAT, and other specialized fields; the department is most in need of well trained and competent street officers that can handle everything thrown at them.  Training classes such as those leading to your intermediate and advanced certificate, and those developing patrol related skills will help you in future years as you become more specialized.
Officers who have reached the intermediate certificate level can start looking for classes that meet their individual goals and that fit with the needs of the department.  When considering schools, check with your supervisor to determine if budget funds exist for specialized training and what training the department needs.

Training funds are always limited but planning ahead and requesting training that will benefit both the individual and department will have the best chance of getting funded.
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