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	Issue/Scenario:
	You are about to pull over a car for a traffic stop, something you do every day.  Given that many officers are assaulted or killed during routine traffic stops, what are some safety precautions when making a stop?


	Discussion:
	First, the location can be important.  Before turning on your lights, consider the location and how safe it will be to approach the vehicle.  If you do have to stop on a busy freeway, consider making your approach from the right passenger side of the vehicle.  Many agencies have made the right side approach a SOP.
As you approach the vehicle, put your thumb or forefinger print at the bottom of the back window glass or on the tail light.  This can help identify the correct vehicle if it flees and later removes the plates.

Consider asking the driver to turn on the dome light.  At night, this little bit of light inside the vehicle can give you a great advantage.  You are able to see more inside the vehicle and the occupants have a harder time seeing outside.

Consider asking the driver to turn off the vehicle’s motor.  This will give you a little bit of advanced warning should the driver try to flee.  Be considerate however, if the heater or air conditioner is necessary to maintain comfort for children or the elderly.
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