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	Issue/Scenario:
	You have just stopped a vehicle leaving the scene of a known drug house.  While the vehicle did not run from you, it took a long time to stop and it appeared the driver was moving around in the driver’s seat.  The lone driver was nervous and gave conflicting answers.  You ask him to step out of the vehicle and when he does you observe a baggie sticking out of the back of his trousers at the belt line.  You pull out the baggie and it contains a controlled substance and he is arrested.
Can you remove his pants to search for other drugs?



	Discussion:
	A Strip Search is the removal or rearrangement of clothing that results in the exposure or observation of a portion of a person’s body where that person has a reasonable expectation of privacy.

Strip searches shall not be conducted on any person unless the officer has an articulable, reasonable suspicion to believe that the person is concealing a weapon or contraband.  Reasonable suspicion may be based on, but is not limited to, the following criteria.
1. Nature of the offense.

2.  Arrestee's demeanor and appearance.

3. Circumstances of the arrest or evidence of a major offense in plain view or during the course of the arrest.

4. Arrestee's criminal record, particularly a history of narcotics offenses or violence.

5. Detection of suspicious objects beneath the suspect's clothing during a search incident to an arrest.

These searches cannot be done in the field and must have supervisory approval before being conducted.

In this case, it appears the officer has reasonable suspicion that additional drugs may be found in the same circumstances.  A supervisor should be contacted and a Strip Search at the jail requested.  The officer will need to document the reasonable suspicion, the approving supervisor, how the search was conducted and the results in the arrest report.

See policy 7.4 for details on how the strip search is performed and documentation requirements.
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