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	Issue/Scenario:
	Whether you store your weapon in your locker at work or at home, you must make sure that it is secure from unauthorized access and protected from damage. If there are children in your home, you must be particularly careful to keep your weapon secure. 
What are some guidelines for safe storage of your firearm?


	Discussion:
	Store firearms unloaded and locked up. A weapon safe is best, but a secure locked cabinet will do. At the very least, use a trigger lock or cable lock to make the weapon unusable. Keep the key on your person or in a safe place where children cannot get it.

Store ammunition locked up away from the weapon. That way, even if an unauthorized person gains access to the weapon, it is not immediately usable.

Store your weapon uncocked and uncased. Leaving a weapon cocked can, over time, weaken the firing pin spring. Casing or wrapping a weapon tends to trap moisture and can lead to rust. If you intend to store the weapon for more than a few days, wipe it down with a lightly oiled cloth. Be sure to wipe off excess oil—only a very thin coat is needed.

Educate responsible adults in your home. Other responsible adults in your home should know where your weapon is kept, that it should always be treated as loaded (even if it is stored unloaded), and why it must be kept secure. Individual officers may or may not choose to give their family members more information. However, information about where firearms and ammunition are stored should not be shared with neighbors or other acquaintances.
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