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	Issue/Scenario:
	Most people (even off-duty officers!) are somewhat alarmed when they see a squad with its red and blue lights on behind them. For most people, this slight alarm does not prevent them from making good driving decisions, but some people become almost panicked and react in ways that create hazards.

What are some possible hazards created by these drivers and how can you prepare yourself?



	Discussion:
	Some of the possible responses include:

· Continuing to travel as if unaware of you

· Braking suddenly in front of you

·  Speeding up to evade you

· Crossing several lanes of traffic in front of you to pull off on the right

· Causing an accident because the driver is focused on you, not his or her driving.
You must be prepared for these unpredictable reactions from other drivers so that can take appropriate action to avoid a crash. The best precaution to take is to make sure that you have a large space cushion in front of you to give you time to react and more options to take. Be prepared to take evasive action if needed—always be aware of where your "escape routes" are. Remember: the object is to get to the scene of the emergency as quickly as you safely can. Slowing down a little to give other drivers an opportunity to get out of your way may get you to the scene faster in the end. 
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