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	Issue/Scenario:
	A police officer from an adjacent department has just been arrested and charged with having sexual contact with several female students at the high school he is a liaison officer at and where he helps coach at while off duty.  The complaint indicates that several female students have come forward stating that the officer had some type of sexual contact with each of them, the degree of contact varied.    

What consequences would result from this criminal/unethical behavior?


	Discussion:
	There are many consequences both from the criminal proceeding aspect to the civil proceedings.  Here is a list of just a few of the possible consequences….

One of the more detrimental consequences of unethical behavior is the subjection of an officer and/or agency to civil litigation. Civil litigation most often comes from a complaint of excessive use of force, discrimination (racial, sexual, age, or religious), and from sexual harassment suits. The defense against such allegations leaves a long-term negative impact on the reputation of the individual and the agency.

Unethical conduct not only produces a negative image, but it can ruin careers, families, erode the public trust, and result in criminal charges.  

Additionally, this type of arrest and subsequent conviction can lead to you becoming decertified as a law enforcement officer.
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