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	Issue/Scenario:
	Your training has always impressed upon you to type the “best” report, regardless of the severity of the incident.  There are many reasons for mandating this type of philosophy.  Lets address one of those reasons.

Who has access to incident reports that we generate?




	Discussion:
	Internal Audiences
Among the internal audiences who might read your reports are these:

· Detectives or other investigators

· Supervisors

· Training staff

· Professional standards (internal affairs) staff

· Public information officer (PIO)

· Other officers
External Audiences
External audiences for law enforcement reports are much more varied. They include all of the following:

· Judges

· Prosecutors

· Defense attorneys

· Attorneys in civil cases (plaintiff’s and defense)

· Other governmental agencies

· Members of the media

· Other members of the public
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