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	Issue/Scenario:
	As we are well into the process of Recognition, you should have a little background into the Recognition Program.

Why was the Texas Law Enforcement Best Practices Recognition Program established?


	Discussion:
	In 2006, the Texas Police Chiefs Association saw a need for improving the professionalism of police agencies in Texas.  The CALEA accreditation process was too expensive and out of reach for most Texas agencies.  The Law Enforcement Best Practices Recognition Program was created to fill that need.  It is one of 26 other State Accreditation Programs nationwide. 

The Program is a voluntary process where police agencies in Texas prove their compliance with over 160 Texas Law Enforcement Best Practices.  These Best Practices were carefully developed by Texas Law Enforcement professionals to assist agencies in the efficient and effective delivery of service and the protection of individual’s rights.
While the Best Practices do not dictate what your policy must be, it does require that you have a written policy that addresses the critical points of a required standard.

Providing officers with clear direction of what is expected and how to accomplish critical tasks is required.
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