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	Issue/Scenario:
	If it appears law enforcement is doing wrong the community’s confidence in their public servants and their government will fall. Every day, every individual in law enforcement contributes to the public’s perceptions of their profession. 
What is the (or your) definition of public trust?


	Discussion:
	PUBLIC TRUST: The citizens of a community believe each person should have equal access to law enforcement services and that law enforcement will provide equal and fair treatment to all persons in the course of their duties. 

The public further believes that no one is above the law, and that law enforcement officers are held to a higher standard than citizens because they are granted authority greater than that of citizens.

Also, by providing law enforcement with a level of authority not granted to citizens, there is the expectation that all actions of law enforcement must be justified.
Citizens and the media have every right to expect open access to government operations (within the limits set by law) and deserve to be fully informed in order to preserve the public trust.
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