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	Issue/Scenario:
	You respond to a call in reference to a vehicle standing in the middle of the alley.    As you enter the alley you notice a vehicle parked in the middle of the alley with its engine running.  As you drive closer to the vehicle it takes off at a high rate of speed, which you estimate to be 30 mph.   At the T-Intersection the vehicle makes a fast right hand turn and quickly exits the alley.  You activate your emergency lights and stop the vehicle shortly thereafter.  You are not sure why the vehicle was standing in the middle of the alley or why it was traveling at a high rate of speed in that alley.  Did they see you?  Was a crime about to be committed? Was a crime committed?  All questions unanswered at that point.  

Can you stop the vehicle for “speeding” even though the other questions are what you seek to be answered?


	Discussion:
	Yes. 

The United States Supreme Court has held that if you stop a vehicle for speeding, but the real reason that you wanted to make the stop was to determine if a crime has been or is about to be committed, based on the totality of the circumstances, the stop is lawful so long as the officer had probable cause to believe the vehicle was exceeding the speed limit.
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