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	Issue/Scenario:
	In a patrol assignment, when you are not responding to a call, you may be doing any number of things. You could be parked somewhere catching up on reports, or walking through a troubled neighborhood to provide a visible police presence and get to know the residents, or re-contacting a witness to get further information. But much of the time, you will be driving through your beat on routine patrol. Your intent is to keep track of what’s going on in the area: (i.e. where new businesses have opened, which roads are under construction, where the teenagers hang out, etc.). Your goal is to know your beat so well, that when something looks wrong or out of place, you’ll notice it. This kind of driving is not aimless; it is both purposeful and strategic.
List some effective patrol strategies.


	Discussion:
	Know where you are. As a law enforcement officer, you must always know your location. Now, in ordinary civilian driving, we usually know where we are in a general way—we aren’t lost. But as a law enforcement officer, you need to know your location very specifically.

Vary your route. Part of what you are looking for when you are on patrol is people engaged in suspicious activity. Always vary your route so that your presence in a particular place is not on a regular schedule. Don’t make it easy for the criminals to predict where you will be at a given time—and therefore where you will not be.

Stay alert. Law enforcement work has been jokingly described as “hours of boredom punctuated by moments of sheer terror.” Good training can prepare you for high-stress situations, so you won’t be terrified, but training cannot prevent you from getting bored.

Play “what if?” As you drive, mentally run through different scenarios that might occur and plan how to respond.  
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