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	Issue/Scenario:
	At the being of your career in Law Enforcement you had heard and recited the following Oath.  “On my honor, I will never betray my profession, my integrity, my character, or the public trust. I will always have the courage to hold myself and others accountable for our actions. I will always uphold the laws of my country, my community and agency I service.”
What does this oath of honor reflect?


	Discussion:
	The oath is a symbolic statement of commitment to ethical behavior. Making a difference in the quality of life is an opportunity policing provides that few other professions can offer. This is a public affirmation of adherence to an oath demonstrating ethical standards.

· Honor means that one’s word is given as a guarantee.

· Betray is defined as breaking faith with the public trust.

· Badge is the symbol of your office.

· Integrity is being the same person in both private and public life.

· Character means the qualities that distinguish an individual.

· Public trust is a charge of duty imposed in faith toward those you serve.

· Courage is having the strength to withstand unethical pressure, fear, or danger.

· Accountability means that you are answerable and responsible to your oath of office.

· Community is both the physical boundaries of your jurisdiction and the citizens within that you serve.

Unfortunately some officers forget this oath at times.  When this happens it only leads to public mistrust and places a black cloud over the officers that have dedicated themselves to upholding this oath to the best of their ability.  So while at work try to keep in mind the oath you took, be it one year ago or 25 years ago, no matter when, the oath is the same.  
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