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	Issue/Scenario:
	You are involved in an arrest situation where the offender has obtained your OC spray and is threatening to use it on you.

What are your options?



	Discussion:
	As always, if you are faced with a subject threatening you with OC spray, you

have the options to disengage or escalate. If you choose to disengage, you should have two goals:

· Immediately attempt to avoid being incapacitated by the spray by closing one or both eyes, blocking the spray with your hand, turning your head away, or holding your breath to avoid breathing the spray;

· Seek to create distance—enough that you are out of range of the spray. While accomplishing those goals, you consider your next option.

Here are some possibilities:

· Attempt to defuse the situation using Professional Communication skills;

· Attempt to disarm the subject;

· Escalate to a higher level of force.

The appropriate level of force depends on the totality of the circumstances, including your own response to OC. If you have previous experience with OC, you may know for example, that you can fight through its effects. Or you may know that you become instantly incapacitated by it. Conduct a tactical evaluation to determine an appropriate level of force.
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