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	Issue/Scenario:
	You are involved in an arrest situation that justifies the use of OC spray.

How is OC spray deployed?



	Discussion:
	To use OC spray against a subject, follow this procedure:

1. From a defensive stance, issue verbal commands and verbal stuns as needed to attempt to get the subject to comply.

2. If the subject refuses to comply, draw your OC spray, holding it in your strong hand. (If you carry your OC on your reaction side, draw it with your reaction hand, then transfer it to your strong hand.)

3. Holding the container upright, shake it while you warn other officers that you are about to use OC by shouting, "SPRAY!"

4. If the subject does not comply, continue to hold the container upright, and spray one or more short bursts directed at his or her eyes and face from the proper distance, as stated by the manufacturer. (If there is no manufacturer's recommendation available, stay at least four feet away from the subject.) 

5. Move to a different location after each burst.  Note: Be careful not to spray in long bursts or too often—too much liquid will delay the effects by preventing evaporation.

6. If the subject complies, cease spraying, and stabilize him or her. Provide appropriate after-care.

7. If the subject does not comply, cease spraying and disengage and/or escalate. When the subject is controlled and stabilized, provide appropriate after-care.
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