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	Issue/Scenario:
	The purpose for using OC spray is to overcome active resistance or its threat. OC spray (also called "pepper spray") works by creating in the subject a variety of physical effects that may result in confusion and disorientation, thus disrupting the subject's ability to resist or continue to resist.

What is it and what does it do?




	Discussion:
	 Oleoresin Capsicum is an inflammatory agent that is a mixture of an oily resin and a naturally occurring essential oil derived from varieties of the red pepper plant. It is generally prepared in aerosol form, in various concentrations. 

OC affects people in various ways, including these effects:  Pain and tearing in the eyes, causing an involuntary closing or rapid blinking Reddening of affected skin (usually the face), combined with a feeling of intense heat and inflammation of the mucous membranes of the nose, eyes, mouth, and throat.  If inhaled, coughing, gagging, and gasping for breath.

Because of the effects on the eyes and breathing, subjects may panic, fearing that they are being blinded and/or suffocated. Typically the hands will go to the face, the upper body will bend forward, and the person may go to his/her knees for increased stability. Other subjects may run.

The subject's attention may be so focused on the unpleasant effects he or she is experiencing, that he or she may have difficulty hearing your commands (auditory exclusion) or understanding them. Although the effects can be very intense, they generally subside relatively quickly.

There has never been a substantiated instance of injury or death attributed to OC.
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