	
	XXXX Police Department
                                                                                                   Roll Call Training Program


	Category:  
	Vehicle Operations 
	#:
	6


Date: _____________             Presenter: ____________________________      Shift: _____________
	Issue/Scenario:
	During a shift, you may average driving 25 –125 miles.  The majority of this driving is non-emergent in nature.
Why is important to abide all traffic laws when operation a squad in non-emergency situations and or during routine patrol?




	Discussion:
	When you are driving your squad car in a non-emergency mode—during normal patrol operation, you are subject to the same traffic laws as other motorists. You must obey the speed limit, stop at stop signs and red lights, signal anticipated turns, and so on. You may not drive the wrong way on one-way streets, make U-turns where they are prohibited, or drive on the shoulder to avoid a traffic jam. It is particularly important that you do in fact, obey these laws, because part of your job is to enforce them. How can you give someone a citation for violating the speed limit if you routinely do the same thing on duty—for no other reason than your own convenience?

Remember also that when you are driving a squad car, especially if it is a marked squad, others will notice you. If you violate the traffic laws, citizens will see it, and they may be less inclined to obey the law themselves. They may even file a complaint with your agency—you’d be surprised how often that happens. On the other hand, if you drive safely and lawfully, your visibility serves as a positive example. You may inspire safer driving in others when they see that even law enforcement officers take the traffic laws seriously.  
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