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	Issue/Scenario:
	You have just been dispatched on a call regarding a missing child.  The child is 4 years old and has been missing for about 20 minutes..
Discuss the manner in which you respond.


	Discussion:
	Missing children can be a common occurrence but can never be taken lightly.  With the advent of Amber Alert, the number of actual child abductions has gone down slightly, but they still exist and in cases where small children are missing, time is critical.

Respond immediately.  Consider responding Code 3 if a long way off.

Interview the complainant and find out where the child is missing from and for how long.  Advise the supervisor and then conduct an immediate search of the residence to include anywhere the child might hide.  Be on the lookout for any evidence of abuse or any criminal offense such as blood stains, while searching.  Many times children will crawl into a closet, cabinet, toy box and go to sleep or can’t get out.
Keep you supervisor informed and request their response if the child is not immediately found.

Implement your missing child search plan.

Contact detectives to respond and interview family.

Continue to follow supervisor search plans as directed or until relieved.

On Children under 12 and elderly over 65, we retain at least one unit on special assignment searching until found or until the Chief determines to suspend the search.
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