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	Issue/Scenario:
	You get a call on a suspicious person in the common area of a local mall.  The comments say the person is acting strangely.  On you arrival you see a person matching the individuals attention, standing still in the middle of the food court, looking distant, and twirling a lock of hair, speaking to himself.  You believe the individual may be either mentally ill or developmentally disabled.   One of the food court employees tell you he has broken several chairs and injured two employees, one seriously and an ambulance is enroute.
The individual has committed both Criminal Mischief and possibly Aggravated Assault.  Do you take him to the mental health facility or jail?


	Discussion:
	Individuals who commit criminal acts but are believed by the officer to be exhibiting symptoms of mental illness and that are an immediate danger to themselves or others should be taken into custody and taken to the mental health facility under an Application for Emergency Detention.  The officer will prepare and offense report providing all the details of the offense and the subjects behavior.  Should the individual be determined to be competent after their evaluation, they shall be filed on for the offense and a warrant obtained for their arrest.

Individuals who commit criminal acts and are believed by the officer to be exhibiting symptoms of mental illness but there is no evidence that the person is an immediate danger to themselves or others:

1. if the offense is a misdemeanor, be released to a competent adult caregiver or booked into jail.  If booked into jail, every attempt will be made to locate a caregiver and release the person to the caregiver on personal recognizance.

2. if the offense is a felony, the individual will be booked into jail and every attempt will be made to contact a caregiver.  The individual will be required to make bond.

3. in cases of family violence, a supervisor or the Chief of Police should be consulted to determine an appropriate response.

In any case where a suspected mentally ill individual is booked into jail, they shall not be housed with other inmates.  Every effort will be made to monitor their safety and process them as quickly as possible to remove them from the facility.

Suspected mentally ill, non-violent juveniles who are being cared for by a responsible person will not be detained unless a felony has been committed.

Suspected mentally ill, violent juveniles, or those who have committed a felony, will be transported to the mental health facility.

When a Mentally Ill person is also physically ill or injured requiring transport by ambulance, an officer will ride in the rear of the ambulance with the person. Medical treatment will take priority and then the individual will be transported to the mental health facility.
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