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	Issue/Scenario:
	You get a call on a suspicious person in the common area of a local mall.  The comments say the person is acting strangely.  On you arrival you see a person matching the individuals attention, standing still in the middle of the food court, looking distant, and twirling a lock of hair, speaking to himself.  You believe the individual may be either mentally ill or developmentally disabled.  As you watch, he picks up a chair and starts swinging it at several employees of the food court and yelling “I’ll get you!”
You have decided you need to take the person into custody for Emergency Apprehension and Detention.  How do you do this?


	Discussion:
	If an officer determines that an Emergency Detention is necessary, the following procedures will be utilized:

A minimum of two officers should be present before any action is taken to take the subject into custody. 
Should a patient refuse an officer entry into their home for the purpose of apprehending him, the officer will not force entry unless a life is in immediate danger. 
Take the person into custody and apply handcuffs for transport.  Explain that handcuffs are necessary for everyone’s protection.  Use front cuff with belt restraint if possible.  (If officers believe the subject will not resist, inform the subject of your intentions beforehand and explain your reasoning.  If officers believe the subject will resist, immediate forceful action may be necessary to restrain the individual.  Officer safety is paramount.)

Officers are reminded that the use of force is authorized to the extent necessary to take the subject into custody.

Proceed to the mental health facility and turn the subject over to the center staff.

Complete an Application for Emergency Detention.  The application should detail the actions of the subject that led you to believe he was a danger to himself or others.

Complete a Miscellaneous Incident Report detailing the event and a copy of the petition shall be attached to the report.
Consider providing the mental health facility with a copy of your vehicle AVR tape for review by the interviewing doctor.



	
	


	Policy Reference:
	8.4

	TBP Reference:
	

	Prepared By;
	


