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	Issue/Scenario:
	You get a call on a suspicious person in the common area of a local mall.  The comments say the person is acting strangely.  On you arrival you see a person matching the individuals attention, standing still in the middle of the food court, looking distant, and twirling a lock of hair, speaking to himself.  You believe the individual may be either mentally ill or developmentally disabled.
How do you determine if there is any danger?


	Discussion:
	Not all mentally ill persons are dangerous while some may represent danger only under certain circumstances or conditions. Officers may use several indicators to determine whether an apparently mentally ill person represents an immediate or potential danger to himself, the officer, or others. These include the following:
1. The availability of any weapons to the suspect.
2. Statements by the person that suggest to the officer that the individual is prepared to commit a violent or dangerous act.  Such comments may range from subtle innuendo to direct threats that, when taken in conjunction with other information, paint a more complete picture of the potential for violence.
3. A personal history that reflects prior violence under similar or related circumstances. The person’s history may be known to the officer, or family, friends, or neighbors may be able to provide such information.
4. Failure to act prior to arrival of the officer does not guarantee that there is no danger, but it does in itself tend to diminish the potential for danger.
5. The amount of control that the person demonstrates is significant, particularly the amount of physical control over emotions of rage, anger, fright, or agitation. Signs of a lack of control include extreme agitation, inability to sit still or communicate effectively, wide eyes, and rambling thoughts and speech. Clutching one’s self or other objects to maintain control, begging to be left alone, or offering frantic assurances that one is all right may also suggest that the individual is close to losing control.
6. The volatility of the environment is a particularly relevant factor that officers must evaluate. Agitators that may affect the person or a particularly combustible environment that may incite violence should be taken into account. 
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