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	Issue/Scenario:
	You get a call on a suspicious person in the common area of a local mall.  The comments say the person is acting strangely.  On you arrival you see a person matching the individuals attention, standing still in the middle of the food court, looking distant, and twirling a lock of hair, speaking to himself.  You believe the individual may be either mentally ill or developmentally disabled.
What is the department policy on dealing with these individuals?


	Discussion:
	It is the policy of this Department to protect an emotionally or mentally unstable person from harming themselves, others, or property.  This instability may be due to any number of factors, including alcohol/drug dependency, emotional trauma, or some form of mental illness. Our primary concern in these cases is the safety and welfare of that person, the community, and the officer. When an officer has probable cause to believe that an emotionally or mentally unstable person presents an immediate threat of harm to themselves or another person, that person shall be taken into protective custody and transported to a facility where trained professionals can evaluate the emotional and mental status of that person. 

Mental illness is often difficult for even the trained professional to define in a given individual. Officers are not expected to make judgments of mental or emotional disturbance but rather to recognize behavior that is potentially destructive and/or dangerous to self or others. 
Officers must be prepared to deal with these individuals in the least abrasive manner and protect themselves, the individual, and others from harm.
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