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	Issue/Scenario:
	You witnessed another officer strike a handcuffed prisoner several times after the termination of a pursuit. You did nothing to stop the officer and the prisoner required stitches to close a cut on his head.  Because you were a backup officer arriving after the pursuit had ended, you were not required to write any reports.  The individual injured made a complaint against the officer after being released from jail.  You have been brought in for questioning in the case by the investigating officer.
What should you do?


	Discussion:
	You must tell the truth!  Even if this means you may be liable for not stopping or reporting the incident.
In 1963 the Supreme Court decided Brady v. Maryland where it placed a duty on prosecutors to disclose to the defense any exculpatory information.

In 1972 the Supreme Court expanded Brady in Giglio v. US and made it a duty to disclose anything that would tend to impeach a witness or that would impair their credibility.

If you lie in any internal investigation or in any criminal investigation, your future is in jeopardy.  This information can be used to impeach your testimony in every future case.  And a police department cannot use an officer who cannot testify with credibility.  
The old police adage of “you lie, you die” is more true today than ever.  Don’t kill your career.  

Let your fellow officers know that you will not kill your career for their actions, and take the steps necessary to do the right thing.
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