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Date: _____________             Presenter: ____________________________      Shift: _____________
	Issue/Scenario:
	You notice a young male walk out from between two houses at 10:40PM, in an area that has seen a rash of residential burglaries in the past month.  He seems to be carrying what looks like a backpack and when he notices your presence, he changes direction and attempts to walk away from you.  You exit your vehicle, identify yourself and tell him you would like to speak with him.  
Explain your justification for stopping this individual. 


	Discussion:
	Law enforcement officers may stop individuals for the purpose of conducting a field interview only where reasonable suspicion is present. Reasonable suspicion must be more than a hunch or feeling, but need not meet the test for probable cause sufficient to make an arrest. In justifying the stop, the officer must be able to point to specific facts that, when taken together with rational inferences, reasonably warrant the stop. Such facts include, but are not limited to, the following:

· The actions of the suspect suggest that he or she is engaged in a criminal activity.

· The hour of day or night is inappropriate for the suspect’s presence in the area.

· The suspect’s presence in a neighborhood or location is inappropriate.

· The suspect is carrying a suspicious object.

· The suspect’s clothing bulges in a manner that suggests he or she is carrying a weapon.

· The suspect is located in proximate time and place to an alleged crime.

· The officer has knowledge of the suspect’s prior criminal record or involvement in criminal activity.
· The individual flees at the sight of a police officer.
In the investigative stop, the officer is allowed to use the force necessary to conduct the stop.  If the stop determines there is no criminal activity in progress, the officer should explain their reasons for the stop.  Doing so will often eliminate a later complaint by citizens who misinterpret officer’s actions. 
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