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	Issue/Scenario:
	Our In-Car computers are a good way to communicate with other officers and the dispatch center.  It allows for information to be exchanged without going over the air on the radio.  This is of particular significance when exchanging information about a subject or an address where the subject may be using a scanner to monitor police calls. However, the temptation to use the MDC system for personal reasons is hard to resist.  

Why must officers keep their MDC exchanges professional and limited to law enforcement issues?


	Discussion:
	These communications are “records” and are subject to release under open records laws.  Remember that any person may file an open record request and receive a copy of In-Car computer exchanges.
In addition, the department routinely reviews these records for inappropriate usage and disciplinary action can be taken.  During any internal investigation, these records may also be reviewed.

City cell phone usage also creates “call-logs” which are also open record and may be reviewed by the department and subject to open record requests.
It is imperative for officers to keep usage both appropriate and professional.
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