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	Issue/Scenario:
	You are testifying in court regarding a suspect’s charge of resisting arrest and the drugs you found on him during a search.  The Defense Attorney has just shown you a copy of a Facebook entry on your page where you were bragging about “Hammering a drug suspect during a recent arrest, and how they all should be whipped.”  He asks if this was an entry you made. 
How do you protect yourself from Impeachment by Facebook?


	Discussion:
	In this case, you must tell the truth!  Even if this means you will be impeached as a credible witness and even if it may become future Brady material for future trials.  This could clearly jeopardize your future employment as a police officer.  Agencies cannot afford to have officers who cannot testify as a credible witness.
The best method of handling such a situation is not to get into it in the first place.  Be conscious that everything you post on-line can have an impact on your career.  It can also endanger your safety and that of your family.

Defense attorneys and attorneys looking to sue officers and departments routinely look for social media sites for officer information.

If you use social media, including Facebook, Twitter, have a website, or even just post blog entries, be aware of the ramifications of your postings and the negative things that can happen. 

Read and understand the department policy on using social media.
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