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	Issue/Scenario:
	You have just conducted a high-risk traffic stop on a vehicle wanted in connection with a drive by shooting.  Upon conducting the high-risk traffic stop, the driver and passenger flee the vehicle, leaving both drivers side and passengers side door standing wide open.

How would you react?  What precautions should you take?


	Discussion:
	If when the vehicle stops one or more of the occupants’ jumps out and starts running away, you have a very unstable and dangerous situation. 

Follow these guidelines:

· If there is any chance that someone is still in the vehicle, maintain coverage of the vehicle.

· Never allow anyone to chase a suspect forward of the subject vehicle—you may not know if someone is still in the vehicle who may ambush the officer, additionally none of the fellow officers cannot return fire without endangering the pursuing officer.

· Always broadcast a description and direction of travel of the fleeing person, so that other responding officers can set up a perimeter and look for the suspects.

· If you lose sight of the running suspects, guard against an attack from the rear; be aware of your surroundings.

· Never leave the vehicle alone, one of the suspects may return and leave with the car, or they may retrieve a weapon that was left behind.

If you have sufficient officers on scene, you may be able to release some of them

to assist in setting up a perimeter and searching for suspects, but in general you

should avoid foot pursuits. They are dangerous and difficult to coordinate with this type of stop. If you lose sight of a suspect, be particularly careful as they may set up an ambush situation.
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