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	Issue/Scenario:
	An attorney representing you and the City is deposing you for a civil lawsuit.  We are being sued for alleged “excessive use of force” during an arrest.  The attorney asks you the following question.

Explain Graham V. Connor and the factors to determine the use of force as objectively reasonable.



	Discussion:
	 In 1989, the United States Supreme Court found that law enforcement officers’ use of force against subjects was a type of seizure and therefore, under the Constitution had to be “objectively reasonable.”  The court laid out the issues to consider when deciding if a particular use of force is reasonable:

FACTORS TO DETERMINE REASONABLENESS:

1.) The severity of the alleged crime at issue.

2.) Whether the suspect poses an imminent threat to the safety of officers and/or others.

3.) Whether the suspect is actively resisting or attempting to evade arrest by flight.

In addition, the court said that reasonableness should be judged under the totality of the circumstances from the perspective of a reasonable officer at the scene with similar training and experience.    
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