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Date: _____________             Presenter: ____________________________      Shift: _____________
	Issue/Scenario:
	You notice a teenage male walk out from between two houses at 4:00PM.  The area this occurred is one, which has had a rash of residential and garage burglaries over the past 2 weeks.  The time frame of the burglaries is between 2pm and 5pm. The male first starts walking in your direction, only to change direction once he sees your marked police car.  You notice that the male has a backpack on his back and he has a duffle bag in his right hand, which appears to be bulging and low to the ground.  As the male walks away from you his pace increases.  You pull your squad along side the male, exit the car and approach him, identifying yourself and explaining why you want to speak with him.    

Explain your justification for stopping this individual.


	Discussion:
	Law enforcement officers may stop individuals for the purpose of conducting a field interview only where reasonable suspicion is present. Reasonable suspicion must be more than a hunch or feeling, but need not meet the test for probable cause sufficient to make an arrest. In justifying the stop, the officer must be able to point to specific facts that, when taken together with rational inferences, reasonably warrant the stop. Such facts include, but are not limited to, the following:

· The appearance or demeanor of an individual suggests that he or she is part of a criminal enterprise or is engaged in a criminal act.

· The actions of the suspect suggest that he or she is engaged in a criminal activity.

· The hour of day or night is inappropriate for the suspect’s presence in the area.

· The suspect’s presence in a neighborhood or location is inappropriate.

· The suspect is carrying a suspicious object.

· The suspect’s clothing bulges in a manner that suggests he or she is carrying a weapon.
· The suspect is located in proximate time and place to an alleged crime.

· The officer has knowledge of the suspect’s prior criminal record or involvement in criminal activity.

· The individual flees at the sight of a police officer.
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