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	Issue/Scenario:
	Police Officers learn to rationalize their behavior and the behavior of their fellow officers. You constantly hear officers blame others, the management, or another co-worker for their own problems, mistakes, or failures. Officers who behave unethically have a number of “excuses” to justify their actions.  

Identify some of those “excuses.”


	Discussion:
	“I deserve it” (underpaid)

“It’s the right thing to do” (protect partner)

“Everyone else does it” (lie on overtime slip)

“At least the bad guy is in jail” (untruthful report)

“Just a drug dealer” (trumped–up charge)

“We’re the cops, you’re not” (entitlement)

Add others from your agency’s recent past.

Rationalization does not justify improper behavior.  Officers are held to a higher standard because the public expects it.  Truthfulness in all actions must be observed to be a true professional police officer.
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