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	Issue/Scenario:
	At times an officer when completing a report and/or are booking a subject they may become confused when it comes to a persons ethnic group and to which ethic category that person falls into.  
Keeping the above statement in mind what are the correct definitions for race and ethnicity?




	Discussion:
	White:  A person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, North Africa, or the Middle East. 

Black:  A person having origins in any of the black racial groups of Africa.

American Indian or Alaskan Native:  A person having origins in any of the original peoples of North America and who maintains cultural identification through tribal affiliation or community recognition.

Asian or Pacific Islander:  A person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia, the Indian subcontinent, or the Pacific Islands.  This area includes, for example, China, India, Japan, Korea, the Philippine Islands and Samoa.

Ethnicity:

Hispanic Origin:  A person of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other Spanish culture or origin, regardless of race.

If a person is Non-Hispanic, please indicate on arrest record or citation.

It does not matter what a person’s physical appearance indicates, the decision on race is based on his self-report.  If a person refuses to provide the information and you do not have a DL or CHRI inquiry to use as support, make your decision based on appearance.  In a face-to-face arrest, the information may not be listed as “unknown”.
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