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	Issue/Scenario:
	You have just completed three years of service with the department and were looking at completing and/or enhancing your current level of education.  

What must you take into consideration when selecting a university and/or college?



	Discussion:
	Enhancing your education is a part of an overall career development plan.  You must keep in mind that the university and/or college that you select must be a nationally and/or regionally accredited.

Be very cautious of universities and/or colleges that promise to confer degrees that do not require you to attend any courses and base your degree (solely) on work experience.  These institutions are a scam and are called “diploma mills.”  These universities/colleges have even set up their own accrediting agencies to confuse prospective students.

Officers who attain degrees of this nature will not be given credit (educational) in department promotional processes.  Recruits applying for this department with these degrees are failing the application process.

If you need additional information about these types of universities and how to avoid them, please contact Chief….
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