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	Issue/Scenario:
	An anonymous person has called and told the mother of a high school senior that they are going to beat him up because of some things he has done at school.  The mother has called the police and asked that officers park in front of the house 24 hours a day for the foreseeable future to protect their family.

How do you respond? 


	Discussion:
	Law enforcement officers generally have no duty under the constitution or laws to protect citizens from harm caused by third parties.  However, the purpose of having a police department and our very mission is to provide that protection within the limits of our ability.
Obviously, we could not promise a particular individual that we will provide 24 hour protection.  And it is usually not in the best interest of the officers to tell citizens that they have no duty to protect them.  What can be done is to explain how and what we intend to do to try to protect their family.

Discuss what you think is appropriate:

1.  Make a report with all the details of the threat and who the son believes is behind the threat?

2. Instruct the family on how to protect themselves and to call 911 with any unusual activity?

3. Place a notation in the dispatch computer (CAD) about the threat that will alert dispatchers and other officers to the problem?

4. Put a note on the Patrol board to alert other shifts of the problem?

5. Contact school officials with information about the threat?

6. Contact the individuals involved and get their identification and vehicle descriptions for future need? (consensual contact)
7. Increase patrol in the neighborhood for the next two weeks?
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