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	Issue/Scenario:
	You get a call on a disturbance at a local restaurant.  On arrival, you find the owner and several patrons on the sidewalk and they advise that a young man ,about 25, with a group had become violent and thrown plates and food and began screaming.  The group leader is inside trying to calm him down.  You enter the front door and the group leader says “Wait officer, I am trying to handle it, he just had a tantrum.”  The group leader is unable to control the individual and you decide you will have to take him into custody.
How do you do this??


	Discussion:
	Taking Persons into Custody. Taking custody of a developmentally disabled person should be avoided whenever possible as it will invariably initiate a severe anxiety response and escalate the situation. Therefore, in minor offense situations, officers shall explain the circumstances to the complainant and request that alternative means be taken to remedy the situation. This normally will involve release of the person to an authorized caregiver. In more serious offense situations or where alternatives to arrest are not permissible, officers shall observe the following guidelines:

1. Call for a backup officer if one is not present.
2. Contact a supervisor for advice.
3. Avoid the use of any pain compliance, pepperspray, or CED.  It is better to get the number of officers need to physically take the suspect into custody.
4. Avoid the use of handcuffs and other restraints unless unavoidable. Use of restraints will invariably escalate panic and resistance.
5. Summon the person's caregiver to accompany the person and to assist in the calming and intervention process. If a caregiver is not readily available, summon a mental health crisis intervention worker if available.
6. Employ calming and reassuring language and de-escalation protocols provided in this policy.
7. Do not incarcerate the person in a lockup or other holding cell if possible. 
8. Do not incarcerate the person with others.
9. Until alternative arrangements can be made, put the person in a quiet room with subdued lighting with a caregiver or other responsible individual or another officer who has experience in dealing with such persons. Provide the person with any comfort items that may have been in his or her possession at the time of arrest (e.g., toys, blankets, foam rubber objects). 
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