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	Issue/Scenario:
	You get a call on a disturbance at a local restaurant.  On arrival, you find the owner and several patrons on the sidewalk and they advise that a young man ,about 25, with a group had become violent and thrown plates and food and began screaming.  The group leader is inside trying to calm him down.  You enter the front door and the group leader says “Wait officer, I am trying to handle it, he just had a tantrum.”
What are common encounters with people who have a Developmental disability?


	Discussion:
	Common Encounters.  Officers may encounter persons who have developmental disabilities in a variety of situations commonly involving persons without such disabilities.  However, due to the nature of developmental disabilities, following are some of the most common situations in which such persons may be encountered:
1. Wandering - Developmentally delayed, autistic, or other developmentally disabled persons sometimes evade their parents, supervisor, caregiver, or institutional setting and may be found wandering aimlessly or engaged in repetitive or bizarre behavior in public places or stores.
2. Seizures - Some developmentally disabled persons, such as those suffering from autism, are more subject to seizures and may be encountered by police in response to a medical emergency.
3. Disturbances - Disturbances may develop and a caregiver may be unable to maintain control of the disabled person who is engaging in self-destructive behavior or a tantrum.
4. Strange and bizarre behavior - Strange or bizarre behavior may take innumerable forms prompting calls for service, such as picking up items in stores (e.g., perceived shoplifting), repetitive and seemingly nonsensical motions and actions in public places, inappropriate laughing or crying, and personal endangerment.
5. Offensive or suspicious persons - Socially inappropriate or unacceptable acts, such as ignorance of personal space, annoyance of others, or inappropriate touching of others or oneself, are sometimes associated with the developmentally disabled who often are not conscious of acceptable social behavior.
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