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	Issue/Scenario:
	You get a call on a disturbance at a local restaurant.  On arrival, you find the owner and several patrons on the sidewalk and they advise that a young man ,about 25, with a group had become violent and thrown plates and food and began screaming.  The group leader is inside trying to calm him down.  You enter the front door and the group leader says “Wait officer, I am trying to handle it, he just had a tantrum.”
What are common symptoms of a Developmental disability?


	Discussion:
	Common Symptoms.  There are numerous forms of developmental disabilities.  Many of the persons who have such disabilities have other related but distinct disorders as well (such as Asperger syndrome, Fragile X syndrome, and Rett syndrome). Although officers are not in a position to diagnose persons with such disabilities, officers shall be alert to the symptoms that are suggestive of such disorders. These include but are not limited to the following symptoms in various combinations and degrees of severity:
1. Difficulty communicating and expressing oneself
2. Communication by pointing or gestures rather than words
3. Repetition of phrases or words
4. Repetitive body movements—may be harmful to themselves (movements may include, but are not limited to, swaying, spinning, clapping hands, flailing arms, snapping fingers, biting wrists, or banging the head)Little or no eye contact
5. Tendency to show distress, laugh, or cry for no apparent reason
6. Uneven gross or fine motor skills
7. Unresponsiveness to verbal commands; appearance of being deaf even though hearing is normal
8. Aversion to touch, loud noise, bright lights, and commotion
9. No real fear of danger
10. Oversensitivity or under sensitivity to pain
11. Self-injurious behavior
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