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	Issue/Scenario:
	You have responded to a domestic violence call.  During your approach, you hear a gunshot.  You take immediate cover.

Define cover and what constitutes cover.


	Discussion:
	Definition of Cover:  Cover, in the context of firearms training, is defined as anything that will stop an incoming round.

What constitutes cover in a particular situation depends on what your adversary is aiming at you. The material in a ballistic vest, for example, that will stop a handgun round, may be useless against a rifle round. Since you may not know what weapons your adversary has, you should always seek the best cover available to you.

Cover can stop incoming rounds, but it does not do anything to stop the adversary from continuing to fire. To do that, you generally have to shoot back.

Cover allows you to fire at the threat while minimizing your exposure to incoming rounds. Three basic principles underlie the proper use of cover:

· Conform to cover—expose only your weapon and your master eye;

· Use your weapon as your "third eye"—if your eyes move from behind cover, your weapon does too;

· Leave cover only to gain a tactical advantage—by moving to better cover, for example.
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