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	Issue/Scenario:
	In patrol driving you will encounter all kinds of corners, from residential intersections to curves on major highways. Regardless of the shape of the curve or corner, the same principles apply for negotiating it safely. 

What are these principles?



	Discussion:
	By scanning 12 seconds ahead, evaluate the corner before you arrive there. Check the sharpness of the curve, traffic at intersections, and so on.

If you are turning at an intersection, activate your turn signal at least 100’ ahead of the turn.

Position your vehicle for the most efficient turn. If you are on a city street, make right turns from the right lane and left turns from the farthest-left lane that is legally available (see §346.31(3), Wis. Stats.) On a highway, enter the curve from the portion of your lane that is closest to the outside of the curve. Either way, avoid crossing lanes of traffic as you enter or exit from a curve or turn.

If needed, slow down before you enter the curve—braking during a curve or turn diminishes your ability to steer. The entry point, or turn-in, varies with the curve. The sharper the curve or turn, the farther in you have to go before changing direction to steer through the curve. Be careful not to over steer, or turn the wheel too much. In a rear wheel vehicle, as little as a 25° turn can be enough to cause the rear wheels to begin to overtake the front ones, leading to a loss of control.

Aim for the apex of the curve, or that point where a straight line drawn from your entry point would just touch the inside edge of your lane.

As you reach the apex, steer smoothly toward your intended exit point, and begin to accelerate.
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