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	Issue/Scenario:
	You have responded to a “fight “ outside a local tavern.  The complainant is the tavern owner, who relates to the dispatcher…”the bar is closed and the front door is locked…the fight started a short time after the tavern closed for the evening.”  Upon your safe arrival, you find an irate citizen with a bloody nose standing on the sidewalk.

Another one officer squad, who arrives with you, assists you.

Explain the principle of contact/cover when describing officer roles in this situation?



	Discussion:
	The contact/cover principle is a way of defining officer roles.

 One officer is the contact officer. That officer makes contact with the subject and generally does the talking. He or she makes the decision whether and when to take the subject into custody or otherwise detain or restrain him or her. The other officer is the cover officer. The cover officer's job is to provide assistance if needed, to watch the subject and surrounding area for potential threats or other interference, and in general, make it possible for the contact officer to focus attention on the subject. In some circumstances, the cover officer may literally be providing "cover" for the contact officer with a weapon. 

The contact/cover principle provides a number of advantages. The contact officer is free to focus on the subject, although he or she must always remain aware of the surroundings. The subject has just one officer to listen to, so the interaction will be less confusing—particularly important if the subject is intoxicated, mentally ill, or emotionally disturbed. Only one officer is making the decisions about managing the call, making it more likely to go smoothly. In rare circumstances, the cover officer may override the contact officer, but ordinarily, the cover officer is there primarily to offer protection and assistance to the contact officer.
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