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	Issue/Scenario:
	You are participating in the department’s annual qualification, when your firearm malfunctions.

What are the phases used in clearing a malfunction?


	Discussion:
	They are called Phase I and Phase II because you will try them in that order—always start with Phase I and only if it doesn't solve the problem go to Phase II.  If cover is available, always move to cover to clear malfunctions.
Phase I -Malfunction Clear

The Phase I Malfunction Clear consists of four steps:

· Tap the butt plate of the magazine to be sure it is fully seated in the magazine well

· Roll the pistol, tipping it slightly to help any loose casing or round to fall out of the ejection port.

· Rack the slide once—grasp the slide, pull it all the way to the rear, and release it.

· Reassess and fire if necessary.
The Phase II Malfunction Clear consists of five steps:

· Strip out the magazine. The magazine may be difficult to strip, particularly in the event of a failure to extract, when the slide is not fully forward because it is trying to push a new round into the chamber, which is already full with the empty casing. If necessary, lock the slide to the rear, then remove the magazine. While it is easier to remove the magazine with the slide locked back, locking it back wastes valuable time. If you can strip the magazine without locking the slide to the rear, do so. Note: if it is difficult to remove the magazine, be sure that you are not inadvertently blocking the movement of the magazine release.

· Rack (cycle) the slide twice.  Doing so may serve to extract a stuck casing (and with the magazine out, no other round will be in the way).

· Insert a fresh magazine (in case the magazine was causing the problem);

· Charge the weapon.

· Reassess and fire if necessary.
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