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	Issue/Scenario:
	You are at a City Council meeting and a Councilman asks you what impact the Recognition process will have on the public he/she represents. 

What is your response? 



	Discussion:
	The process of going through the Recognition Program forces the department to review everything it does and make sure it complies with the Best Practices in Texas Law Enforcement.  These Best Practices address all of the critical aspects of law enforcement operations including use of force, pursuits, handling of citizen complaints, protection of citizen rights, and preparedness for emergencies. Citizens benefit because their law enforcement agency will comply with this set of professionally developed standards. 
Police Officers exercise government’s most awesome powers – the power to stop and question a citizen, the power to arrest a citizen, to seize his person and property, and the power to use force in that process. These processes cannot be taken lightly.  Citizens also prefer an “outside” review of their department to ensure credibility and accountability.
BeingBeing Being a Recognized agency assures both City Management and the citizens of a city that their Police Department is operating in a manner that reflects the current Best Practices of Law Enforcement.  It can provide citizens with reassurance and improve community relations and cooperation – and also leads to improved performance within the department.
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