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	Issue/Scenario:
	You have responded to a domestic violence call.  During your approach, you hear a gunshot.  You take immediate cover.  After a short period of time, you realize that you could improve your tactical position by moving.

How should you accomplish the move?


	Discussion:
	Priority:  Leave Cover Only to Gain a Tactical Advantage

While you are better off behind cover than without cover, you may find yourself in a situation in which you could better your tactical position by moving. For example, if you had taken cover behind a small tree, and a much larger tree was nearby, it might be a good choice to move to it. Or perhaps the suspect had retreated to a building, other officers had established a perimeter, and you could safely disengage and wait for a SWAT team to assemble. If you must leave cover, follow these principles:

· Keep moving—pause, if needed, only behind cover;

· Move laterally, if possible, rather than directly away from your adversary—you will be a more difficult target.

· Move in a zigzag pattern if you must move directly away from your adversary.
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