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	Issue/Scenario:
	You have stopped the driver of a vehicle for improper change of lanes on a busy highway.   It appeared that the offender was trying to avoid driving past you.   When you stop him, you have a suspicion that he may be a drug courier of some kind but no evidence to support your theory.
Can you arrest him and do a strip and body cavity search at the jail?



	Discussion:
	A strip search has to be approved in advance by a supervisor.  A body cavity search must have prior approval of the Chief of Police and must be supported by probable cause and a search warrant in the absence of exigent circumstances.
In this case there is not even reasonable suspicion to support a strip search much less a body cavity search.  A strip and Body Cavity search would not be authorized.
In the event an officer has what they believe to be probable cause and exigent circumstances, such as the need to prevent the absorption of deadly chemicals in the suspect’s body, the officer should take the suspect to the hospital emergency room and advise the staff of the reasons.  This will increase the chances of the suspect’s survival if some absorption does occur.
The supervisor will consult with the Chief of Police and if a body cavity search is ordered without a warrant, the medical staff can determine the best method of completion.

If a warrant is required, the Supervisor will begin warrant preparation.
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