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	Issue/Scenario:
	You are processing a murder-suicide crime scene.  The offender and victim died as a result of a shotgun round (rifled slug) to the head.  You are concerned with blood borne pathogen exposure, due to the extensive amount of body fluids present.

Please answer the following questions.  Which way can an exposure occur?  What are universal precautions?  What personal protective equipment is available?


	Discussion:
	Direct and Indirect Infection (Exposure to Pathogens).
· Direct – When infectious material splashes directly into or onto eyes, mouth, cuts, abrasions, or mucous membranes.

· Indirect – infectious material spills onto object (tool, broken glass, etc.) and then finds a pathway into our body.

· Blood and blood products contain high levels of pathogens.  We must take every precaution to avoid exposure.
Use Universal Precautions if you have occupational exposure to infectious materials or whenever you respond to a medical emergency where potentially infectious materials may be present.  This means:


· Treat all body fluids, from all individuals, as though they are contaminated with HIV and HBV.

· Use proper Personal Protective Equipment whenever there is a potential for contact with blood or other potentially infectious material.
Numerous barriers are available to help protect against contact with infectious materials.

· Latex gloves – used to protect hands and wrists.

· Non-fogging eye shield or facemask – protects rescuer from spurting blood, or sneezing or spraying of blood into eyes, nose or mouth, or mucous membranes.

Coveralls supplied in Sergeant’s kits
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