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	Issue/Scenario:
	You and another unit have just received a call of a Domestic Disturbance in progress at a residence.  
What do you need to think about while enroute to the scene?


	Discussion:
	Being able to go home at the end of the shift.
Contrary to the popular belief that Domestic Violence calls are the most dangerous, the fact is that based on a study of all officers killed from 1996 – 2009, only 14 percent were killed on Domestic Violence calls. However, they still resulted in the deaths of 106 officers during the period.

97 percent of these officers were killed with firearms, and 7 percent with their own weapons.

In the majority of these events (51%) the officers were slain without warning in either an ambush or unprovoked attack. 40% percent were slain when they came into contact with the suspect and 8 percent after they had taken the suspect into custody.

In fact, in the majority of all felonious killings (regardless of the types of calls), the first interaction the officer and suspect have is the suspect’s lethal attack on the officer!
Moreover, it appears that the time of arrival and the first few minutes thereafter – in any type of call – are particularly lethal for officers.
In Domestic Violence calls 13% were slain immediately on arrival before having a chance to exit their vehicle or as exiting.  27% were slain as they were approaching the scene, usually a residence.  36% were killed immediately as they were entering a residence.  The rest were killed while searching or securing the scene.
Incidents where face to face contact precipitates the attack, the incidents fall into three patterns. First the interaction escalates immediately without any forewarning for the officer.  Second, the suspect and officer begin their interaction but the suspect is armed and escalates without warning, and third, a physical struggle where the officer loses his weapon.

What do you need to think about?  Staying alive!

Coordinate your arrival with your backup. Be situationally  aware of you surroundings and expect and unprovoked attack upon arrival.  If a suspect has a weapon, immediately take cover and resolve the weapon issue before continuing with any interaction.  

Never answer a domestic violence call alone, even if just taking a report where the complainant has told the dispatcher that the suspect is not at the scene.

Go home at the end of shift.
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