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	Issue/Scenario:
	When you cannot control the braking distance, as for example, when a pedestrian darts into traffic in front of you, or the car right in front of you is involved in an accident, you need to be able to bring your vehicle to a stop in the shortest possible time.

How will ABS impact on this type of emergency stop?



	Discussion:
	ABS—if your vehicle is equipped with anti-lock brakes, apply steady, firm pressure until the vehicle stops. Most anti-lock braking systems have computerized sensors that detect when the wheel is about to lock up and release the brake momentarily. The brakes may pulsate up to 15 times/second. 

Certain road conditions, such as the presence of soft, accumulated material like snow or gravel, or irregular surfaces like railroad tracks, steel grates, or rough, "washboard" surfaces will "fool" the computer into thinking the wheels have locked and may result in a longer stopping distance.

Note that if the ABS system fails, the vehicle will normally revert to standard braking.
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