XXX POLICE DEPARTMENT

Proper Use and Safety
Using Roadblocks

Lesson Plan

And 

Learning Objectives

NOTICE

Due to the dynamic nature of law enforcement and the impact of court decisions and statutory changes on police operations, it is important that each department review this information to verify that it is consistent with current federal, state and local law and regulations, and with departmental policy and procedure.  This information is not intended to substitute for the advice of legal counsel.  You should speak with your legal advisor about the sufficiency of your department’s manual, policy, curriculum, and training program.  This material should not be used as the sole basis for compliance with any law or regulation, and departments should not rely on this material as a legal defense in any civil or criminal action. 

The Texas Law Enforcement Best Practices Recognition Program requires departments to provide training in How to safely deploy Roadblocks if Roadblocks are allow under any circumstance.    The Minimum Training Level is Level 2.  If the agency clearly outlines the requirements for when and how roadblocks may be used in their manual, then officers receiving a copy of the policy and discussing with a supervisor is sufficient to meet the standard.  This training may supplement and assist in providing the training required by the Recognition Program.

While this training will assist in meeting the requirements for the training required by Standard 7.18 of the Texas Law Enforcement Best Practices Recognition Program, the Texas Police Chief’s Association or the Best Practices Program is not responsible for the content and delivery of this material by individual departments.

XXX Police Department

Lesson Plan

Course Title:
Roadblocks






Prepared By:





Date:

Time Allocation: 1Hour


Recommended Class Size: Less than 10

Prerequisites:  None
Equipment Needs:
Power Point Projector with Slide Advance, Screen





Student Handout:
Department Policy on Vehicle Pursuits and Roadblocks
Instructor Needs:


Instructor References:  None
Learning Objectives:

1. The Officer will learn the basics goals of using a roadblock
2. The Officer will learn when Roadblocks may be effective or ineffective
3. The Officer will learn the important decision making issues when considering a Roadblock
4. The Officer will learn the legal considerations in constructing a roadblock
5. The Officer will learn prohibitions in the use of Roadblocks
6. The officer will learn safety concerns when constructing a roadblock and will view videos which will illustrate the danger of roadblocks
Course Outline:  Attached

Testing Method:  Open discussion and questioning in class

Training Environment:  Classroom

Comments:  As the instructor presents the training, questions and scenarios should be used to ensure the students clearly understand the requirements of the Department Policy

ROADBLOCKS

Usage and Safety in Pursuit situations

I. Definitions:

Stationary Roadblock:  A stationary barrier erected across a roadway to deter or prevent the passage of vehicles.

(Rolling Roadblocks are not covered in this training)

II. Our Goals in Vehicle Pursuits


#1   Protection of innocent people from the danger of collision. 

#2
 Protection of our officers from injury during a pursuit.

#3   Protection of property from damage.

#4
  Bringing a violator to justice.

Protection of our Citizens is always our primary goal and should never be forgotten.

However, decisions must often be made about which alternative will best protect our citizens.

Would continuing a pursuit (or the use of a pursuit ending technique such as a Roadblock) place citizens in more danger than allowing the suspect to escape?

Officers and supervisors must continually evaluate this choice.

The Goals may change their importance depending on why we are chasing the subject.

Minor Traffic Violator

Suspected drunk driver

Bank Robber known to be armed

Capital Murder suspect known to be armed

III. Practical Considerations


Roadblocks are most often ineffective in Urban areas because of the large number of alternate routes a pursuit may take.

Too many side streets and alleys

Too much traffic (how do you safely set up a roadblock on a highly traveled street with heavy traffic?)

Roadblocks can be effective at preventing a pursuit from:

Entering a freeway

Entering a school zone or highly congested area

IV. Legal Considerations


If you establish a Roadblock, and a person (a suspect or a citizen) is injured or killed, there is a very good likelihood of a lawsuit…….

Could be a Constitutional Violation or a Tort, or both.

Constitutional Violation could be a violation of Fourth Amendment based on the “seizure” of the person (a suspect).

Supreme Court in BROWER v. INYO COUNTY , 489 U.s. 593 (1989) stated that “We think it enough for a seizure that a person be stopped by the very instrumentality set in motion or put in place in order to achieve that result.”

Regardless of your intent (such as you just wanted him to stop before he hit the Roadblock), it is a “seizure” if he hits the Roadblock.

This “Constitutional” violation would then be judged based on the “Reasonableness” standard. … Given the nature of the crime for which he was being pursued, was your action in establishing the Roadblock reasonable?

A Tort allegation could be brought by either a suspect or an innocent person who accidentally blundered into your Roadblock.

A Tort would usually claim that you were negligent in your construction or placement of the Roadblock which then caused the injury or death of the person.

Because of these concerns many agencies have prohibited the creation of any Roadblock without an “escape route” to allow the vehicle to pass safely without a collision.

This effectively negates the purpose of the Roadblock in stopping the vehicle.

Legal Considerations


While designing a roadblock to produce a physical stop if a voluntary stop is not achieved, may be “reasonable” in some situations – such as where deadly force might otherwise be authorized – such as the pursuit of an armed violent felon that had just shot a bank teller…..

You are still responsible for ensuring that you are not negligent in the construction of that roadblock.

V. Department Policy on Use of Roadblocks during Pursuits

Insert your Policy here….

Therefore, Stationary Roadblocks will only be used by this department in the following situations:

1. As a means to deny access of a pursuit to a freeway and the roadblock is positioned in a manner to allow the pursued vehicle or other vehicles to pass the roadblock without danger of collision.

2. As a means to deny access of a pursuit to a school zone or other congested area and the roadblock is positioned in a manner to allow the pursued vehicle or other vehicles to pass the roadblock without danger of collision.

3.  In situations where deadly force may otherwise be authorized against the pursued driver AND there is sufficient time and opportunity to establish a Roadblock safely and in a manner that allows any innocent person or the suspect to stop voluntarily without danger of collision. 

VI. Supervisory Approval


In all situations where a roadblock is considered, the approval of the controlling supervisor is required before it is established.

The Controlling Supervisor must approve both the location and manner of construction.

VII. Decisions:


In all situations, considerations must be given to:

Ensuring there is sufficient stopping distance to allow any vehicle to stop before a collision with the roadblock. 

That the Roadblock is sufficiently illuminated to allow a normal driver to see the roadblock in time to stop before a collision.

Ensuring that the oncoming driver is not blinded by other lights that might delay or prevent observation of the roadblock.

That innocent motorists are not backed up at the roadblock thereby placing them in harms way when the suspect approaches.

VIII. Prohibitions:


Officers should not:

Use citizen owned property to construct a Roadblock.

Position a roadblock within 300 feet of a curve in the roadway.

Position a Roadblock in a darkened area at night.

Point squad car vehicle lights or spotlights at the pursued vehicle.

Attempt to position their squad car as a roadblock without sufficient time to leave the vehicle and seek a position of safety.


Use a Roadblock when the pursued vehicle is a motorcycle. (Motorcycles are more difficult to stop quickly and the danger of a fatal crash are greater.)

Use a roadblock when you know the pursued vehicle is occupied by more than one person. (The non-driver may be a innocent person unable to control the vehicle or driver.)

IX. Safety:


Officers should :

Never stay in a vehicle that is being used as a Roadblock

Never stand in front or behind a vehicle being used as a Roadblock

Never allow citizens in the danger area of a Roadblock

Always leave your vehicle and seek a position of safety (preferably hidden and behind a substantial barrier) to the side and forward of the Roadblock so that in the event of a collision the resulting vehicles and debris will be away from the officers position.

Remember!   A parked police vehicle cannot physically stop a speeding car.  It is not a safe barrier to place between you and an oncoming car.  Seek more substantial protection.

Do not pull out into a street to attempt to block or channel a vehicle being pursued.  If you are trying to block a street and are still in your car, a front or side collision may activate your airbag, rendering you unable to otherwise protect yourself.  Avoid any direct frontal impacts at all cost.

Remember!  Never assume that the suspect in a vehicle pursuit is rational and will try to avoid a collision.  They often do not.

Safety:

Some videos for discussion and illustration…

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0opM-JDhCws
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VDQKKQd3x9g
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAqfbjXqXHY&playnext=1&list=PL989A2DFB9AD1ADAE 
http://www.ebaumsworld.com/video/watch/418270/?lt=em
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Ou61QvIDJg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gNYNIWLtcQw
X. Summary:


While Roadblocks are authorized as a “last resort” in cases where deadly force would otherwise be authorized, they are seldom effective in urban environments, usually more effective in rural areas.

If they are considered, officers must:

Seek prior supervisory approval

Construct the Roadblock in a manner that allows time and opportunity for motorists and the violator to stop after observing the Roadblock.

Construct the Roadblock Safely 

