Starting a Police Podcast

A Step-by-Step Guide to Getting
“On the Air”

Starting a podcast can significantly enhance
a police department's recruiting efforts. It
creates a platform to engage with the

community WS highlighting the

department's unique culture. It allows
potential recruits to gain insights into the
daily experiences and challenges officers
face, hear success stories, and understand
the values and mission of the department.
By humanizing officers and fostering a sense
of connection, a podcast can attract a wider,
more diverse pool of applicants who feel

informed and inspired to become officers.

Step 1 - Create a Plan

Start by identifying your hosts and defining

your podcast's topics. Focus on the theme
of policing and highlighting your police
department. Identify the group of people
aim to reach, such as

you community

members, potential recruits, and those

interested in law enforcement. Decide on
the format of your episodes, including the
length, style (interviews with officers, solo
discussions, or co-hosted segments), and
frequency. Creating a content outline with
potential episode topics, such as day-in-
the-life stories, community initiatives, and
with

members, will keep your podcast organized

interviews various department

and engaging.

Step 2 - Prepare Equipment

Invest in good-quality equipment to

produce a professional-sounding
podcast. A reliable microphone like the

Audio-Technica ATR2100x or Blue Yeti is

essential for clear audio. Pair it with
closed-back headphones, such as the
Audio-Technica ATH-M50x, for precise
sound monitoring. Download recording
software < Audacity or Adobe
Audition to capture your audio.

Additionally, a pop filter will help reduce

plosive sounds, and a boom arm can
the

during recording.

position microphone comfortably
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Step 3 - Record Episodes

Choose a quiet environment to record your
episodes, ensuring minimal background noise for
better sound quality. When recording, use your
chosen software to capture each episode,
speaking clearly and at a consistent pace.
Consider featuring interviews with officers,
community members, and department leaders to
provide a comprehensive view of the police

department’s operations and initiatives.

Step 4 - Edit

Once recording is complete, use editing
software like Audacity or GarageBand (for
Mac users) to refine your episodes. Focus
on removing background noise, awkward
Adding intro

pauses, and any mistakes.

and outro music, perhaps incorporating
elements of the department’'s theme or
motto, can give your podcast a polished
touch. Ensure that the audio levels remain
consistent throughout the episode for a

seamless listening experience.



Step 5 - Host your Podcast

After editing, you'll need a hosting
platform to upload your episodes. Popular
podcast hosting services include Libsyn,
Podbean, Anchor, and Buzzsprout. These
platforms will provide an RSS feed link,
which is essential for distributing your
podcast to various directories. This feed
allows listeners to subscribe and receive
new episodes automatically. Ensure your
descriptions and titles are

highlight the

podcast

informative and unique

aspects of your police department.

Step 6 - Publish

With your episodes uploaded, it's time to

publish and promote your podcast. Submit

your RSS feed to major directories such as |

Apple Podcasts, Spotify, Google Podcasts,
and Stitcher to reach a wider audience.
Every episode is a reflection of your
department and should be genuine. Keep
your progress consistent and commit to at

least six months of podcast episodes.

Step 7 - Promote

Promote your podcast through the police

department’'s social media channels,

website, and community newsletters.

Engage with your listeners to gather

feedback and ideas, helping you to

continually improve and grow your
podcast. Consider involving community
members and officers in promotional

efforts to foster a sense of connection and

support.
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Final Considerations

Define Your Niche: Clearly identify your
podcast's target audience and the
specific topics.

Quality Content: Focus on creating high-
quality, engaging content that resonates
with your audience and keeps them
coming back for more.

Consistent Schedule: Establish a regular
publishing schedule to maintain audience
engagement and build anticipation for
new episodes.

Continuous Improvement: Regularly
evaluate and refine your podcast based
on listener feedback, industry trends,
and your own creative evolution to
ensure ongoing growth and success.
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Want more information?
Deputy Chief Brad Leonard
bleonard@gptx.org

www.grandprairiepolice.org
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